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Delegates File Formal Appeal with 11th District GOP Chairman Challenging
Legitimacy of Cobb GOP Convention Election

Cobb County, GA — On March 27, a formal appeal was submitted to David Oles,
Chairman of the 11th Congressional District Republican Party, to contest the
eligibility of Mary Clarice Hathaway, who was elected Chair of the Cobb County
Republican Party on March 22, 2025, and to challenge the validity of her entire
slate’s election.

The appeal stated that Ms. Hathaway formally removed her homestead property tax
exemption for her Cobb County residence in December 2022. Starting in 2023, she
claimed a “legal resident” property tax exemption for her family’s home in Pickens
County, South Carolina. According to Georgia law and Republican Party rules, this
action changed her legal residence from Cobb County to Pickens County, South
Carolina.

Georgia law (0.C.G.A. § 21-2-217(a)(4)) clearly states that if a person demonstrates
an intent to make another state his or her residence, then he or she shall be
considered to have lost such person's residence in Georgia.

Because she declared a legal residency in Pickens County, SC, Mary Clarice
Hathaway was not a lawful elector, as defined by O.C.G.A § 21-2-2(7), in Cobb
County, GA. Therefore, she was not eligible for election to an office in the
Republican Party of Cobb County. Furthermore, she is not lawfully eligible for
election as a delegate to the District and State Conventions and should be removed
from the lists.

A person who claims a legal residence in another state cannot also claim legal
residency in Georgia. This is not a mere technicality — it is a matter of legal
standing and eligibility. We firmly believe the integrity of our internal elections
depends on adhering to both party rules and Georgia law.

At the time the appeal was filed, 42 delegate signatures had been obtained within
the required five-day window. The appeal also requested an extension in order to
obtain the required additional 16 delegate signatures, so as to conform with the 20%
of registered delegates rule.

A one-day extension was requested so as to obtain essential evidence for the appeal.
Gathering that evidence was delayed because Cobb County computer servers were
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